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Two years ago, 

I was invited by 

the presiding 

bishop to join 

with the House 

of Bishops at its 

meeting in 

Phoenix. I was 

immediately 

drawn in by the 

warmth of the 

welcome. The 

worship was 

vibrant. The 

Bible study 

around tables 

was theologically stimulating. The theme of 

migration was explored morally, politically 

and biblically. The question that permeated 

everything was: How do we do justice in 

God’s world? 

      I was invited to share my own reflections 

and, in a light-hearted section, referred to 

the recent biography of Queen Elizabeth the 

Queen Mother. I told the bishops: 

      “I am sure you will be interested to know 

that you yourselves are featured – on page 

779! The Queen Mother, who was a great 

party hostess, told her daughter Princess 

Margaret about one cocktail party she gave 

for 200 bishops. She said that by 8 o’clock 

they were all ‘in cracking form.’ She went on 

to say ‘they tucked into all the canapés and 

tossed down martini after martini, especially 

the Americans!’”  

      The book goes on to relate how the king 

and queen forged a close relationship with 

President Roosevelt and the first lady, and 

how that friendship served as a bedrock for 

the transatlantic alliance that eventually led 

to America coming to the support of the 

Allies in defeating the Nazi tyranny.  

      In 1941, Queen Elizabeth did a broadcast 

to the women of America. “To you, tyranny 

is as hateful as it is to us; to you the things 

for which we will fight to the death are no 

less sacred; and – to my mind at any rate – 

your generosity is borne of your conviction 

that we fight to save a cause that is yours no 

less than ours: of your high resolve that, 

however great the cost and however long 

the struggle, justice and freedom, human 

dignity and kindness shall not perish from 

the earth.” 

      As I read those words, I felt that seven 

decades later they still ring true, not least 

for the mission of the Anglican Communion, 

which at its best should be a Christ-centered 

alliance in the “struggle (for) justice, free-

dom, human dignity and kindness.” 

      For the last year, my daily readings have 

included studying the little known “Divine 

Institutes” by Lactantius. He was a North 

African apologist who lived in the 3rd and 

4th centuries.  

      In his essays on justice, he wrote, “The 

whole point of justice consists precisely in  
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What if every meeting, whether at the par-

ish, diocesan or church-wide level, and no 

matter what the purpose, began with this 

agenda item: “How will what we are doing 

here affect or involve people living in pov-

erty?” 

      That’s the proposal for 2013 you’ll find in 

Resolution B008, submitted by the Rt. Rev. 

J. Michael Garrison, assisting bishop, South-

west Florida, and endorsed by the board of 

directors (on which Garrison serves) and 

staff of the Association for Episcopal Dea-

cons. 

      B008 has emerged 

unscathed from Social 

and Urban Affairs. As 

it proceeds through 

the process, a few 

eyes will undoubtedly 

roll. A reference or 

two to naivete will 

emerge. After all, one 

well-meaning resolu-

tion won’t necessarily 

change the way we go about our routine 

business. It’s hard to imagine a parish task 

force on Sunday-morning parking spending 

time with a question about poverty as the 

first order of business. Others will think 

B008 is little more than top-down interfer-

ence in diocesan and parish life.  

      But the proposal backed by the deacons 

should not be lightly brushed off. It goes to 

the heart of who we are as Christians. It 

addresses, quite literally, the priorities of our 

community of faith. It tests us on the ques-

tion of how forcefully we are following Je-

sus’ call to help “the least of these.” It en-

courages us to be intentional about mission. 
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Structure: Change is in the Air 
The Legislative Committee on Structure heard 
repeated calls for change in the Church Thurs-
day night at a hearing that drew more than 450 
people. Of the more than 40 who spoke, many 
called for special commissions or task forces. 
      "Now is the acceptable time," the Rt. Rev. 
Sean Rowe, bishop of Northwestern Pennsylva-
nia, urged. "Later will be too late." 
      "We must be prepared to invite in fresh 
minds and hearts so that we might experience 
the new mission that God has in store for us," 
said the Rev. Mark Stevenson, deputy from 
Louisiana. 
Read more coverage at www.centeraisle.net. 

Page 1 Page 4 

When Program, Budget and Finance met 

for the first time this week at General Con-

vention, one question loomed over it: 

      Which of the proposed budgets should 

PB&F use as a starting point? The one from 

Executive Committee? Or the one from the 

presiding bishop? 

      “Each subcommittee had this ques-

tion,” the Rt. Rev. Steven Lane of Maine, 

vice chair of PB&F says. “It soon became 

apparent that both subcommittees were 

more comfortable with the Five Marks of 

Mission” as a template. 

      PB&F Chair Diane Pollard, New York, 

points out that using the Five Marks of 

Mission actually meshed with both budget 

proposals. “The Executive Council budget 

was based on the Five Marks of Mission,” 

she says. “I attended Executive Council as a 

visitor. As they began to form the budget, 

all through it the conversation was based 

on the Five Marks. The difference was, they 

had the Five Marks in their mind. The other 

budget that came articulated it and divided 

it a little more clearly, so you knew which 

pieces fit under which mark.” 

      Both Pollard and Lane make clear that 

that neither of the proposed budgets is the 

from other places in General Convention     

Pollard adds that the committee remem-

bers that “we are here because God has 

called us to do a job for the Church, and we 

can either act out of fear and sit and not 

move, or look to the theme of resurrection, 

try our best, and just do it.” 

      PB&F will hold an open hearing on fund-

ing tonight at 7:30 at the Downtown Mar-

riott, Indiana Ballroom (Rooms A to G). 

actual template for PB&F.  

      “Our goal is to provide a platform for 

the Five Marks as a template,” Pollard says. 

      PB&F, Lane says, “is very clear internally 

and publicly that using this framework is 

not a commitment to any particular budget 

line. It’s a particular template that PB&F 

believes has some advantages, but it is not 

a commitment to any particular budget 

line, and as of (Wednesday) evening, both 

subcommittees were comparing line-by-

line the Executive Council budget and the 

Five Marks of Mission budget.” 

      “In a very real sense, the second budget 

learned from the first,” Pollard says, “and 

we hope to provide a third budget that will 

learn from all of them.” 

      “Both Diane and I are committed to 

facilitating the Church expressing itself in 

mission,” Lane says. “We do not see the 

budget as an instrument of policy for the 

General Convention. We are expecting to 

take our direction from General Conven-

tion. We don’t see us deciding major policy 

questions.” 

      Lane adds, “We may have a role in fund-

ing a conversation, we may have a role in 

facilitating it, but the direction will come 

 

able to come up with a satisfactory answer 

to the question at its heart? If the answer is, 

“only when we’re meeting as an outreach 

commission,” then we’re falling far short of 

our job description as Christians. 

      Vocational deacons are enjoying a re-

naissance in many parts of our Church. The 

Diocese of Virginia began ordaining such 

deacons in 2011 for the first time in its histo-

ry. Perhaps it’s the diaconate that will help 

our Church raise the issue of economic jus-

tice to the level it deserves. After all, dea-

cons focus on connecting the church to the 

broader community, especially the needy 

and poor. 

      B008 raises issues not only about the 

poor, but also about us: When we conduct 

our church business, is poverty a priority or 

an afterthought? That’s a question that’s 

potentially uncomfortable, which is why it’s 

so important. 
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our providing for others through humanity 

what we provide for our own family 

through affection.” 

      Very often in our discussions about 

justice, we lack precision in our under-

standing of this virtue and its application. 

This insight from Lactantius gives a con-

crete image about how to do justice in 

God’s world. We seek for others exactly 

that which we would naturally desire for 

members of our own family. 

      As an exercise, consider any issue under 

the heading of “justice” and apply that 

maxim to it. The broadcast of Queen Eliza-

beth to America over 70 years ago, with its 

appeal to justice and freedom, still rings 

true for our Anglican Communion. Let us 

pray too that kindness will also be the hall-

mark of our relationships. 
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 Already the Dioceses of Indianapolis and 

Atlanta have adopted proposals similar to 

B008. 

      Economic justice is a pervasive theme at 

this General Convention. From guidelines 

for tipping hotel room attendants to a 

recommitment to the Millennium Develop-

ment Goals, our Church is applying its spir-

itual principles to the dollars and cents of 

how resources are distributed and shared. 

      Indeed, mission has been the high 

ground claimed by competing proposals 

for the triennial budget. But for all our talk 

about the importance of mission, it may 

take something like B008 to bring this 

issue of mission home to our everyday 

lives. 

      Should we follow the guidance of this 

“call to members,” how often will we be 

Association for  

Episcopal Deacons  

What Are the Five Marks of Mission?  

 To proclaim the Good News of the 

Kingdom. 

 To teach, baptize and nurture new 

believers. 

 To respond to human need by loving 

service. 

 To seek to transform unjust structures 

of society. 

 To strive to safeguard the integrity of 

creation and sustain and renew the 

life of the earth. 
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Although my home has been in the Washing-

ton, D.C., area since the early 1990s, I lived 

longer in Indiana, where I grew up.  So as I 

arrive “back home again” for General Con-

vention, I offer, as a public service an-

nouncement, my Top 10 List of Things to 

Know About Indiana:  
 
#10:  I was going to say “with apologies to 

David Letterman,” but since David Letter-

man was born and raised in 

Indiana, no apology may be 

necessary. Letterman, born 

in Indianapolis, attended 

Broad Ripple High School in 

Indianapolis and Ball State 

University in Muncie. His first 

job out of college was as a 

weatherman in Indianapolis. 
 
#9: People from Indiana are 

“Hoosiers,” not “Indianians,” 

which isn’t even a word. 

Which brings us to:  
 
#8: There are lots of theories about the 

origin of the word “Hoosier.” Check out our 

website for links to some articles on those 

theories. Most of them are wrong, and many 

are unflattering. Which brings us to:  
 
#7:  Some people refer to Indiana and the 

rest of the Midwest as “fly-over” states.” If 

you do this, do not expect an argument. It’s 

not that they’re agreeing with you; it’s just 

that they’ll be glad “snooty, big-city fella” 

folk like you are NOT living there. You 

wouldn’t fit in. That’s because:  

track oval. But a true Hoosier will tell you 

that the 500 is not Indiana’s greatest sport. 

That distinction belongs to: 
 
#3: Indiana high school basketball. I’d say 

that high school basketball is a religion in 

Indiana, but that’d be an understatement. 

Most people I knew growing up didn’t take 

religion nearly as seriously as they did bas-

ketball. Of the 16 largest high school basket-

ball stadiums in the country, 

15 are in Indiana. 
 
 #2: High school basketball 

used to be about the only 

thing to do on weekend 

nights in Indiana. When I 

was growing up north of 

Indianapolis in the 1970s, it 

was derided as “Naptown” 

and “India-No-Place.” But… 
 
#1: A lot has changed since 

then. Walk over to the Indi-

ana State Museum or visit 

the eclectic Massachusetts Avenue and 

you’ll discover that Indianapolis has made 

huge strides. The Eiteljorg Museum of Na-

tive American and Western Art is considered 

one of the world’s best of its kind. Words 

like “growing,” “pedestrian-friendly,”  

“green” and “vibrant” are now being used 

to describe the capital city. So at least this 

convention attendee is delighted to be 

“back home again in Indiana.”        

 

Learn more and access links at centeraisle.net. 

#6: Hoosiers are known for being friendly 

and hospitable.  Unless of course you criti-

cize Bobby Knight or start other crazy talk.  
 
#5: The long days of General Convention will 

be matched by long days – literally. Sunset 

won’t be until after 9:15 p.m. the whole time 

we are out here. Indianapolis is about as far 

west as you can get in the Eastern Time 

Zone.  

 
#4: The best way to tell a native Hoosier 

from one who has moved to the state is to 

ask them: “What is the greatest sport in 

Indiana?” Someone who has moved there 

and is trying to ingratiate himself will say the 

Indianapolis 500.  Now, granted, the Indian-

apolis 500 truly is “the Greatest Spectacle in 

Racing.” If you have some free time, you 

should take a cab over and visit the race-

track and museum.  Wimbledon, Yankee 

Stadium, the Rose Bowl, the Kentucky Derby 

and Vatican City all can fit inside the race-

We’re interested in your opinions. 
Send your comments and  
reactions to: 

 
centeraisle@thediocese.net.  

 
Candor is welcome. So is brevity. 
Shoot for 80 words or less. 

I spent a lot of weekday afternoons in col-

lege trying to organize games at an inner 

city park in Greenville, S.C. “Park” gives the 

wrong impression. It was more of a vacant 

lot, mostly dirt and lots of trash. There was 

an asphalt basketball court complete with 

rims without nets. There was no equipment 

except what we brought with us from 

school. But the park did have an abundance 

of kids with nothing to do.  

      One day I was there when it had just 

rained. The worms had been brought to 

the surface. As long as there’s a God in 

heaven, kids will be fascinated by worms. 

So were these inner city kids, but they did 

not actually use the word “worm” at all. To 

these little boys playing among the trash, 

worms were known as “baits.” Baits were 

for catching fish.  

      I have never looked at a worm again 

without remembering that worms are 

baits, and I have wondered how this ap-

plies to what Jesus said about fishing. I 

think the point might have something to do 

with the importance of what things are 

used for.  

      Nothing has much value if it isn’t used 

for its intended purpose. Worms don’t 

have much value to an inner city kid if they 

aren’t used to catch fish. Not much else has 

value if it isn’t used as God intended. Nor 

do we. And our intended purpose is to be 

God’s agents in restoring “all people to 

unity with God and each other in Christ.” It 

is what we do. It is who we are as baptized 

people.   

      And, it seems to me, if we aren’t using 

all our resources for that intended purpose, 

they aren’t of much value either. Trust 

funds and endowments and investments 

and diocesan commitments and pledges 

and real estate and parish halls and office 

buildings and whatever else we have, after 

all, are only baits. No matter what fiduciary 

duties we attach to them, they are only 

baits. In fact, our duty is neglected when 

what we have been entrusted with is not 

used for its intended purpose – sharing. 

      Jesus said he intended us to be fishers 

(Mark 1:17). I don’t think he meant holding 

the pole or casting the net, either. I think 

he meant us to be baits. We are, after all, 

known by what we’re useful for. And to be 

useful for their intended purpose, which is 

to be baits, those first disciples had to 

leave the nets behind. 

The House of Deputies passed a proposal 

Thursday to create diocesan mission enter-

prise zones to “encourage the growth of 

new and redeveloped faith communities.”   

      Resolution A073, which came out of the 

Standing Commission on Mission and Evan-

gelism, allows dioceses to apply for match-

ing grants of $20,000 each to facilitate de-

velopment in an established zone. A zone 

could be “a geographic area, a group of 

congregations or an entire diocese commit-

ted to mission and evangelism that engages 

under-represented groups.” 

spoke in favor of the resolution, noting in 

particular its targeting of underrepresented 

communities. 

    The lack of people of color, young adults, 

and those with lower incomes and less edu-

cation means “our Church does not repre-

sent the Kingdom of God,” Gould said in 

supporting A073. 

      The resolution now moves to the House 

of Bishops. 

      The Rev. Stephanie Spellers, co-chair of 

the Standing Commission, commented, “It’s 

a matching grant.  There has to be a commit-

ment of resources, as well as people, as well 

as a proposal.” 

      In the House of Deputies Thursday, there 

was little debate over A073. Most of the 

discussion focused on changing the termi-

nology from “young people” to “youth and 

young adults” in the list of definitions for 

“underrepresented groups” to be targeted 

in the zones. 

      Deputy Sam Gould, Massachusetts, 

Where Can I Find Center Aisle? 
By about 6:30 each morning, you can find 
copies of Center Aisle near the Infor-
mation Desk in the Convention Center. 
We’re  also distributing by hand each 
morning around the Convention Center 
campus. Look for the purple caps! 
 
Visit centeraisle.net to access the hub of 
Center Aisle content, including exclusive, 
Web-only articles, daily videos,  plus our 
frequently updated Twitter and Flickr 
feeds.  

Johnston Jones Cherry Ohmer Stanley Lukens 

      I doubt that felt safe or comfortable. I 

suspect it felt like no small adventure. At 

least I hope it did. And I’m pretty sure 

that’s just the way it is with being a disci-

ple, which is what we’re here to be – baits 

for the reign of God, for God’s reconciling 

love, for nothing less than the salvation of 

the world in exactly the same way those 

kids at the park hooked me. 

There is one hidden nominee in the Seek’n’Find. The 

first correct answer  sent to mkerr@thediocese.net 

will win a Diocese of Virginia gift! 
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